Tradewinds to expand
Indonesian landbank

8 By ZAID ISHAM DI3MAIL

TRADEWINDS Plantations
Bhd, which already owns
b, ke of ofl palm esiates in
Kalimantun  In Indonesis,
plans 1o boost (s landbank
thore by ot beast sevenfold 1o
between  40,0080ha  and
S0, ha.

This will cost between BM25
miklllon  and CHEM31  million
Bistsascl o el pralm duned valae of
RMGZS peer b in Indonesin. Hy
compareson, ol palm land in
Sabnh cost  more  than
AR OO pair b

Together with its exisiing
Ltmrlﬁnk of 140 0Mhn  in
Malaysin, Tradewinds will
then own a botal aff 200,000
of ofl palm sstabes, putting it ot
pir with companies soch s
Golden Hope Planiations Bhd
and PFMB (H] Palms Bhd.

Kumpulen Guihrie Bhd sl
ol more than 3000000

Tradowinds managing di-
metor Dy Hadeunn Alsdul Rah-

inan sakd the company |5 now
negotiating with ane pariy o
buy iths Kalimanpian  lnnd,
which iz an extension of g
oxksthng o rations i
Sarawak,

“Tha procimity will maks it o
bt oasier lor us. Land in Suma-
ira & expensive amd people
there are already exposed (o
plantations,”  Hadzoan told
Baislovess Thaves,

Radzunn sald return per ha
% imporiant for Tradowinds
bhocause  the hieclarnge will
ghve it the nombasrs,

“For the compamny, adding
nawy greealelds and consol
ilnting = sulject to the aendl-
abifllty of Tomds Bul witlidn a
reasanable period we wanl o
stand side by shde with ln-
dustry gianis,

“The way forward B 1o moal-
tiply and ot Mg returps by
2000, Monethebiss, the growvth
sy b balanced,” said the
fortwer lsland % Penlnsular
Bhd mannging direclor with

RADZUAN: The way
forward is to multiply’

25 years of planiations expe-
rienci

Tradewinds Plantations &
e special purpose vehicls
used for the merger belween
Tradewlnds Flantations Ser-
wices Sdn Bhd and Joehor Teng-
gara Oil Palm Bhed, which are
both lnked o bhusinessman
Tan 5ri Syed  Mokhiar
Al-Bukhary.

Afer the merger, which Is
expircied 1o be completed by

Febroary 2006, Tradewinds
Plantatlons (formerly. known
as Jubllant Contury Bhd) will
mssiime behor Tengeara's list-
ing status. and emerge os the
fth largest plantation com-
pany in Malnysia in terms of
pinnted hectarnge.

Tradewinds Is also on track
to becoma the couniry’s see-
ond most elMicient palm atl
prodiseer noxt yeur b berms of
all extraction rale (DEHR) st
£1.G per cant and has Ue jpun=
tential to go up further o 24
peer conit.

Ihe natonal average s 19
por eopd eompared with  In-
donmesin's 24-25 r conl.

“Tix axpand in the couniry s
i longwer compaiitlve, For ex-
anple, 0F you Dnvest @M1 500
on (L4ha In Sernwak, the roe-
covery lakes 10 io 12 years.

"Howwover, B [ndonesia,
with Just BM250 por 0.4ha, it
takes six Lo seven years o
recaiip the nvestimonl,” sald
Radrunn,



